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To s 7The Commanding Gemoral 36th Division (Attention Captain Spence)

From 3 Co 0., 142nd Infantry.

Subject ; Tranmmitting messagee in Choctaws

l. In cempliance with Memorsndum, Headquarters 36th Division,
Januvary 21, 1919, to C. 0. 1l42nd Infantry, the following account is submitted ;

, recognized that of all the varlous mathods of lisison-the. talopbone-presented
the greatest possibilities. The field of rocket signals is restricted to a
gmall number of agreed aignals. The runner system is slow and hazardous.

T. P 8. 18 slways an uncertein quantity. It may work beantifully and again,
it may be entirely worthless. The available mesns, therefore, for the rapid
and full trensmission of information are the radio, buszzer, and telephone,
and of these tho tolephoné was by far the superior, = provided it could be
used without let or hindrance, - provided straight to the point informatiom
could be given.

In the first sotion of tho 142nd Infsntry at St Etienne, it was ?p ?
g

It was well understood however that the German§ was a past master
in the art of RListening in". Moreover, from St Etienns to the Alsne we had
traveled through a comtry netted with German wire and cables. We establisned
P. 0's in dngouts and houses, but recently ocoupied by him. £hore was every
reason to believe every dacipherable message or word going over our wires
also went to the enemys A rumor was out that owr Division had given false
co~ordinates of our supply duxp, aud that in tairty minutes the enemy shells
wore falling on the point. We felt aure the énery knew too muche It was
thorefore necessary to code every messsge of importsnce and coding and Decoding
took valuable time.

While comparatively inactive at Vaux-Champagne, it was romembored
that the rogiment possessed & oompany of Indians. They spoke twenty six
different langusges or dialocts, only four or five of which were ever written.
Thore was hardly one chence in a million that Fritz would b able to translate
those dialects, and the plen to have those Indians trowemmeit telephore mossages
wes adopted. The regiment was fortunate in having two Indian officers who
spoke several of the dialeots. Indians from the Chootaw tribe wore chosen and
ond placed in ench P. C.

The first use of the Indians was made in ordering a delicate with=- \ \
drawal of two compenies of tho 2nd. Bu. from Chufilly to Chardeny on the night ¢ |
of Ootober 26th. This movement was completed without mishap, although it left [N
tke Third Battalion, greatly doplated in previous fighting, without support. }
The Indisns woro uwsed ropoeatedly on the 27th in preparation for the assault | |
on Porest Farm. Tho eénemy's complete surprise is evidence that he could not
dooipher the messages. ;:‘t
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