
The leaves have changed color, the air is cooler, days are shorter, and our local 4-H clubs have started a new year. New 

projects, new club officers, new learning opportunities and new 4-H All Star applications are being submitted.  

Our State 4-H All Star Chapter has experienced some new beginnings also. New committees have been formed to carry out 

the work of the chapter. The membership committee collected, reviewed, and worked with the ceremonial committee to 

welcome 86 or so new Virginia 4-H All Stars at the consecration ceremony, congress week at Virginia Tech in June. We wel-

comed 6 more new 4-H All Stars during Summer Conference in Radford in July. 

Speaking of Summer Conference, it was outstanding. Billie Jean Elmer and her committee did a great job planning and car-

rying out many activities, including tours, service projects, and two auctions that were held in honor of Ms. Sarah Gregory 

to raise money toward the reconstruction of a cabin at the Jamestown 4-H Center.  

Officer elections were also held during Summer Conference. A new treasurer, Jennifer Unroe, was elected as well as a new 

Recording Scribe Karen E. Brill and a new Corresponding Scribe, Billie Jean Elmer. During the executive session the board 

appointed Rodney Monroe as Advisor. We want to express our thanks to Randy and Irene Leech for their 30 years of ser-

vice and dedication as Treasurers of 4-H All Stars. Also, thanks to Kathy Nies-Hepner, Deb Laughon who served as Secretar-

ies, and Connie Dalton Bryant, Advisor.  

A key focus this year will be on younger member involvement. I have asked Ryley Crabtree to head up a group of young 

members to focus on service projects and speaker/presentations that will involve young/new All Stars. It is hoped that they 

will participate at our Conferences and throughout the year. 

We are gearing up for another great year of service, new members and learning, growing, and working together. In this 

issue of The Star you will find the registration form and information on our Mid-Winter Conference. I hope to see all of you 

February 7 & 8, 2026 in the Petersburg/Virginia State University area. 

Lastly, we say congratulations to Glenda Snyder on her induction into the National 4-H Hall of Fame.  

Until February………. 

Yours in service,  
 
Jim Hepner, Chief 
 

Dates to Remember: 

State 4-H All Star Application Review  January 2, 2026                                                                                              

4-H All Star Midwinters                               February 7-8, 2026                                                                                    

Virginia 4-H Congress                                         June 16-19, 2026                                                                                          
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Chief’s Notes 

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local gov-

ernments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), gender, gender identi-

ty, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other 

basis protected by law. 



 

 

“Roots to Boots” 
Honoring our past, stepping into the future! 
Virginia 4-H All-Stars Midwinters Conference Registration 

Virginia State University, Ettrick, VA.               Feb. 6-8, 2026 

Registration deadline is 1/16/26 
 

Name: ______________________________ Unit: ______________________        Year Tapped: __________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Number and Street   City  State  Zip Code 

Phone (during conference) _________________________________________________________________ 

Guest(s)_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Registration Deadline: 01/16/2026 Lodging Deadline: 1/9/2026. Please call Hotel Petersburg at (804)280-0998 to book your room, or by using 

this booking link: https://tinyurl.com/Midwinters26Lodging All reservations will need to be made prior to 1/9/2026. When reserving a room, 

please use booking name Virginia 4-H All-Stars. Check-In is any time after 4pm and check out is 10am. The hotel does have a restaurant 

located inside. This location is pet friendly, but has restrictions on breed, size, and fees associated with pet.   

 
Special Dietary Needs: ___________________________________________________________________ 

The Chief must approve Conference Guests other than spouses, parents, and/or children. Code of Conduct: All Conference registrants must read 

and sign the following Code of Conduct. As a Virginia 4-H All Star event participant, I will conduct myself during this conference in a manner that 

reflects the qualities of an All Star.  

All Star Signature(s)__________________________ _______________________________________Date______________________  

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________ Date___________________  (if All Star is under age 18) 

If paying by check, make check payable to the “Virginia Chapter of 4-H All-Stars” and mail with registration form to:    

Jennifer Unroe, 3619 Jackson River Rd, Covington, VA 24426 by January 16, 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Cost # People Subtotal 

Full Conference Registration 
(Returning Members) 

$65.00     

Children 12 and under $10.00     

Saturday Only $35.00     

Late Postmarked Fee $15.00     

Full Conference Registration 
(First Time Attendees only) 

$45.00     

Virginia 4-H All-Stars Dues 
(If needed) 

Annual- $10.00 
  

    

  Life- $75.00     

Optional Contribution: 
Keffer Scholarship Fund 

      

Optional Contribution: 
New Membership Fund 

      

Total:       

2026 Virginia 4-H All Stars Midwinter Conference Details 

 

Get out your best pair of boots and join us for the 2026 VA All Stars Midwinter Conference, February 6-8, 

2026, at Virginia State University! This will be an exciting event that will honor our past, as we step into the 

future! 

This conference will feature a variety of different activities for everyone including a tour of VSU’s Randolph 

Farm, a working farm located on VSU’s campus that promotes hands-on learning and research in the agricul-

ture field. There will also be an option to experience food security through a game developed by VSU’s youth 

specialist and VSU Students. Need another reason to come? Explore Petersburg’s History, VSU Campus, and 

enjoy family fun at Swader’s Sports Park in Prince George. 

Breakfast on Saturday and Sunday will be on your own, as well as dinner Saturday night.  

Luncheon program: Saturday, 12-2pm Keystone Tractor Museum 

Rather than our traditional banquet we have for dinner, we will be meeting together for lunch, awards, and 

fellowship at the Keystone Tractor Museum. Lunch will be from 12-2, with the opportunity for all members 

to tour the museum before or after our program!  

Service Projects: Saturday, 4pm @ Randolph Farm Pavillion 

Service projects will feature sorting food/clothing for the local CARES in Petersburg, Star cutting for 4-H Con-

gress, and a project to help in the service of VSU’s campus (to be determined). 

 

Lodging: Hotel Petersburg, 20 W Tabb St, Petersburg, VA 23803—4-star hotel located in historic Peters-

burg, VA! 

Rooms have been blocked out for All-Stars at the Hotel Petersburg for $110 a night for a standard king, and 

$120 for a double queen. All reservations will need to be made prior to 1/9/2026. Check-In is any time after 

4pm and check out is 10am. Self parking is $10 and Valet parking is $20. The hotel does have a restaurant 

located inside. This location is pet friendly, but has restrictions on breed, size, and fees associated with said 

pet. Reservations can be made by contacting (804) 280-0998 or preferably by using the booking link:   

https://tinyurl.com/Midwinters26Lodging        

When reserving a room, please use booking name Virgina 4-HAll-Stars.  

 

 

 

 

 

If paying by credit card, please register online by using this QR code to register 

online or copy and paste this link:  copy and paste this link: 
https://forms.gle/Uc9DMPHTcdtHAxEC9   

Conference Registration 

Registration may be completed on paper and mailed 

with payment or you may register and pay via credit 

card by using this QR code or copy and paste this link: 

https://forms.gle/Uc9DMPHTcdtHAxEC9   

https://tinyurl.com/Midwinters26Lodging
https://tinyurl.com/Midwinters26Lodging


Virginia 4-H All-Stars: Roots to Boots 

 Honoring Our Past, Stepping Into the Future 

Tentative Schedule 

 

Friday Evening 

7:00 pm-Executive committee meeting at VSU Randolph Pavillion  

Saturday: 

8:00-9:00- Registration Opens- VSU Randolph Pavillion  

9:00-  Welcome and Keynote 

Dinwiddie 4-H, where it all began! 

9:45- Depart for Tours (Tours to finish at 11:00) 

Tour of Randolph Farm 

Harvest Heroes Game with VSU Students and Dr. Nicole Swinson 

Tours for high school students 

12:00- Gather in the Keystone Banquet Hall for Lunch/Awards-  

       Keystone Tractor Museum-880 W Roslyn Rd, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 

3:00-  State Business Meeting- Randolph Pavillion  

4:00-  Briefing of Day, Dismissal to Service Projects 

5:30-  MISC. Meetings (IFYE, Shooting Ambassadors, etc.) 

Check in at Hotel/Dinner on your own! 

Evening Options: 

Swaders Arcade/Sports park (Pay your own)  

Sunday:  

Check out. Breakfast at hotel or on your own 

9:00-Reflections at Randolph Pavillion  

9:30:Business meeting/voting of 2026 All Stars 

10:00-Chapter/Committee Meetings  

11:00- Depart 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Virginia 4-H All Stars Honor Sarah Gregory by Supporting the Repairs to the Jamestown 4-H Educational 
Center Cabin Damaged by Storm 
 
In 2025, a spring storm’s winds blew a 100 year old tree on one of the Jamestown 4-H Education Center 
cabins. Without repairs, the lodge wouldn’t be usable, so the Virginia 4-H All Stars decided to help. They 
conducted a fundraiser at the 2025 4-H All Star Summer Conference to raise money to support the effort 
as well as to honor Sarah Gregory. Sarah is a long time Chesterfield 4-H Volunteer and 4-H All Star who 
has volunteered during Chesterfield’s 4-H week at 4-H Camp for years. Through a silent auction, auction 
and donations the Virginia 4-H All Stars raised $ 2789.00 to assist with the repairs of the lodge.  Sarah 
and Chief, Jim Hepner were at the Jamestown 4-H Educational Center for the Dedication to the              
remodeled lodge. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Virginia 4-H All Stars Honor 

Sarah Gregory While     

Supporting the Jamestown 

4-H Educational                                                                                                

Conference Center 



 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Shining Stars! 

 

 

On July 21, 2025, Rodney Monroe (Loudoun, 2011) was 

surprised by the Loudoun Fair and Associates by having the 

Swine Barn named in his honor at the Loudoun County 

Fairgrounds.  In a short      dedication, Rodney’s nearly 30-

year involvement with the Loudoun County Fair was high-

lighted. Rodney has served as a 4-H Volunteer for 24 years 

officially but has influenced many youth for even longer. 

Rodney began as a Livestock Judging coach in 1997 and 

joined the volunteer staff of the Loudoun 4-H Swine Club a 

few years later.  He has faithfully served the fair on many 

levels including logistics, show help, and #1 hype man.                  

Congratulations to Rodney for his continued service! 

 

 

 

4-H All Star Midwinter Conference Service Learning Project 

Please bring items for the CARES Inc., the only emergency shelter for women and children in the Chesterfield, 

Colonial Heights, Dinwiddie, Hopewell, Petersburg and Prince George area. It offers emergency shelter, work-

shops, job training, etc. to assist families in crises. How can you help? Please bring some of the items listed below 

to the conference registration area to be collected and taken to the shelter. 

Twin Vinyl Mattresses (for shelter)    Mattress Covers (Twin—for shelter)                

Twin Sheets (for shelter)        Pillows (for shelter)                                                        

Men’s clothing (pants, shirts, jackets, shoes)       Cereal                                                                                      

Non-perishable food items (canned goods, pasta, rice, etc.)        Canned Protein (chicken, tuna, salmon)     

Canned Fruits (no sugar added)                   Canned Vegetables (low-sodium options)       

Peanut Butter & Jelly (individual-sized or jars)              Healthy Snacks (granola bars, nuts, etc.)       

Kitchen Table (for shelter)                                             Fridge (for shelter)         

Bleach                                                                        Bras (all sizes)              

Underwear (women/Men)                                        Socks (women/Men)             

Belts (women/Men)                                                                                        

 

Virginia 4-H All Star Awards         

Due: December 31, 2025 Midnight   

Visit the Virginia 4-H All Star website to learn about Awards, Scholarships and Recognition available to  

4-H All Stars at this link:      

http://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/all-stars.html 

Submit your application or nominate someone else. 

* Wayne M. Keffer Memorial Scholarship    

* Bradshaw Service Award 

* Virginia 4-H All Star Hall of Fame 

*C. D. Allen Award for Excellence 

* Dottie Nelson Award for Excellence in International Programs 

* Virginia 4-H All Star Chapter Charter 

Award recipients will be recognized at the 4-H All Star Midwinter Conference, February 7-8, 2026 at 

the Luncheon at the Keystone Antique Truck & Tractor Museum. 

 

 
In Memory of our 4-H All Stars: 
 
 Joe Howard Bunn– 1959 - Carroll County 
 Joy Gardner Blanchard - 1966 - Carroll County 
 William “Bill” Carson - 1954 - Appomattox—lived in Culpeper—Father was Carey E. Carson - 

1930 All Star 
 Kaci Coppedge Daniel - 1996 - Madison- 4-H Agent- Orange County- encouraged many 4-

Hers to aspire to be an All Star 
 Jimmy Graves - 1952 - Madison - Chief - hosted many district All Star events and 2011 Inter-

state  
 Zach McCann -  2010 - Montgomery- Served as President of VA 4-H Cabinet 
 John Mask -   1953 - Westmoreland and a Culpeper resident  

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

All Star Advisor All Star Advisor All Star Advisor 

Kim Mayo 
VCE– Fluvanna 
kmayo@vt.edu  
434.491.1950 

Rory Nansel 
nansel@shentel.com 

540.333.6219 

Rodney Monroe 

rodzilla70@gmail.com 

 

Virginia 4-H Foundation Extension Staff Liaison 2025-26 4-H Cabinet Liaison 

Glenda Snyder 
State 4-H Office 
gsnyder@vt.edu 

540.521.9647  

Kim Monroe 
VCE-Loudoun 

kmonroe@vt.edu 
703.777.0373 

  

Lizzy Zirkle 

edrzirkle@gmail.com 

540.335.5362 

 

Holiday Lake NOVA-East & West Airfield 

Chief Chiefs Chief 
Vacant  Kim Monroe (East) 

VCE-Loudoun 
kmonroe@vt.edu 

703.777.0373 
Barbara Deflinger (West)?? 

?????? 

Jean Powers 
jeanpowers@aol.com 

757.421.3715(h) 
757.567.3465(c) 

  

Chapter 4-H Agent Advisor(s) Chapter 4-H Agent Advisor(s) Chapter 4-H Agent Advisor 

Kim Mayo 
VCE-Fluvanna 

kmayo@vt.edu 
434.591-1950 

Carly Wright  (NOVA East)) 
VCE-Loudon 

carlymg@vt.edu 
703.777.0373 

Kevin Cubbage (NOVA West) 
VCE-Northern District Office 

kcubbage@vt.edu 
540.432.6029 ext. 110 

Aaron Martin 
VCE– Portsmounth/Norfolk 

amartin@vt.edu 
757-683-2818 

 
 

Skelton Jamestown Southwest 

Chief Chief Chief 

Debbie Laughon 
delaughon@aol.com 

540-871-0992 

Sarah Gregory 
sgregory152@gmail.com 

sgallen1@live.com  
804.275.5806 

 Vacant 

Chapter 4-H Agent Advisor Chapter 4-H Agent Advisor Chapter 4-H Agent Advisor 

Leslie Prillaman 

VCE—Roanoke 

lesliep@vt.edu 

540.772.7524 

Cayla Walker 
VCE-Goochland 

caylaks98@vt.edu 
804.556.5873 

Hunter Romano 
VCE– Bland 

romano@vt.edu  
276.328.6194 

Please email The Virginia Star to me!!! 

Why Should I have The Virginia Star Emailed to me? 

 Receive the newsletter quicker 

 Save postage 

 Save paper 

If you would prefer to receive your “The Virginia Star” by email please send an 

email to va4hallstars@gmail.com with your full name, mailing address and the 

email  address you would prefer added to the mailing list..  Your name will be  sub-

mitted to William Thomas to be removed from the Star snail mailing list.   

Thank you for supporting the Virginia 4-H All Stars!!! 

2025 4-H All Star Summer 

Conference Photos 

mailto:kmonroe@vt.edu
mailto:kmonroe@vt.edu
mailto:carlymg@vt.edu
mailto:kcubbage@vt.edu
mailto:va4hallstars@gmail.com


 

 

We’re on the web:    

http://www.4-h.ext.vt.edu/groups/allstars/4h_allstars.html 

Look for us on Facebook—Virginia 4-H All Stars 

2025 4-H All Star Summer Conference Photos  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date!  HELP Wanted! 

Virginia 4-H All Star State Review of 2026 Applications 

Date and Time: Friday, January 2, 2026—10:00 a.m.                                                                                                                                       

Location: Goochland Extension Office                                                                                                              

There will not be a virtual option this year.  

Please contact Cayla Walker at  caylaks98@vt.edu if you plan to 

assist in the review of the 2026 4-H All Star Applications! 

http://www.4-h.ext.vt.edu/groups/allstars/4h_allstars.html
mailto:caylaks98@vt.edu

