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DATE: May 23, 2018 

TO: Potential Youth Livestock Exhibitors at 2018 State Fair of Virginia 

FROM: Scott Greiner, Extension Specialist 

Plans are taking shape for the state youth livestock shows at the State Fair of Virginia in Doswell this fall and we 
hope that you will plan to join us!  This letter contains important information and updates on fair rules and 
policies, as well as details of the nomination schedule for market lambs/commercial ewes, market 
goats/commercial does, and market beef/commercial heifers, and swine.   Please share this information with any 
new exhibitors, particularly those in your club or county.  More information pertaining to the fair can be found on 
the Youth Livestock web site at www.ext.vt.edu/youthlivestock or at the State Fair website (www.statefairva.org).  

Updates for 2018 
1) Dates: – All beef, sheep, swine and meat goats will show October 5 – 7, 2018; the second weekend of the

State Fair. Note there have been a few changes to the show schedule, please see enclosed draft.
2) All market lambs/commercial ewes, market goats/commercial does, and market beef/commercial heifers must

be nominated using the mid-late June nomination sites.  All swine must be nominated using the process that is
outlined in the enclosed informational letter entitled “State Fair of Virginia Hog Nomination Requirements”.

3) Show Rules/Policy Updates (please see Rules posted online for complete details):
a) Schedule- see enclosed schedule for significant changes that have been made.
b) Swine- A division for purebred market hogs (barrows or gilts) is being added (any registered breed). The

market hog show will not be terminal this year (sending swine to slaughter will be an option, exhibitors
required to designate sale animals at the fair). Breeding gilt classes (commercial and registered) will be
offered, and market barrows and gilts will show separately. Exhibitors must designate market vs. breeding
gilts at nomination.

c) All commercial heifers must be nominated using the mid to late June nomination sites. Similar to 2017,
the beef department will host a Prospect Division. This division is open to prospect steers and prospect
heifers (to include both breeding and market heifers). Steers and heifers will be shown separately.
Prospect breeding heifers and prospect market heifers will be shown together.  A maximum weight limit
is set for this division and an animal exceeding this weight will be disqualified from the show. Exhibitors
not wanting to nominate heifer may show in the prospect division provided they meet the weight and age
guidelines. These heifers will not be eligible for the heifer supreme champion scholarship.

d) Registered heifers must be owned and registered in a single youth’s name who plans to show the animal.
No joint ownership or farm names will be allowed.

4) Entries: All entries for State Fair must be submitted online; entry information will be available in July at
www.ext.vt.edu/youthlivestock.  All beef, sheep, swine and meat goats will be required to be entered by
August 15th! 

5) Complete details of the show schedules, judges, policies and rules for each species will be posted at the youth
livestock homepage (www.ext.vt.edu/youthlivestock). Please check this site for important changes and
updates!

(over) 
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Swine Nominations & Show 
All swine (market and breeding) must be nominated and identified using the instructions provided in the enclosed 
“State Fair of Virginia Hog Nomination Requirement” information letter.  Designation of market vs. breeding 
gilts will be required at nomination. Identification and nomination must be completed and submitted by August 1, 
2018 to be eligible for exhibition at the State Fair of Virginia (tags need to be requested not later than July 15).  
 
Market Lamb/Commercial Ewe, Market Goat/Commercial Doe, and Market Beef/Commercial Heifer 
Nominations (see enclosed schedule) 
Market lambs, commercial ewes, market goats, commercial does, market beef (steers and heifers) and all 
commercial heifers must be nominated and identified at an official site by July 1, 2018 to be eligible for 
exhibition at the State Fair of Virginia. All commercial heifers born September 1, 2016 to April 30, 2018 must be 
nominated at the mid-late June nomination site.  Prospect heifers (both breeding and market heifers) born after 
January 1, 2018 are not required to be nominated. All prospect steers are NOT required to be nominated.  Any 
prospect heifer not nominated will be ineligible for the supreme breeding heifer scholarships.  All exhibitors are 
still eligible for the premier exhibitor scholarships. 
 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.  I hope you have a great summer! 
 
Enclosure 
 



2018 State Fair of Virginia Nomination Schedule 

Nominations for lambs, goats, and beef for the 2018 State Fair of Virginia will take place at various locations around the state.  All youth who 
plan to exhibit market lambs, commercial ewe lambs, market goats, commercial does, market steers/heifers, and/or commercial heifers, at the 
2018 State Fair of Virginia are required to bring their animals to one of the following sites for identification: 

Date & Time Location (for directions please call site contact person) 

Northern Virginia Region- Contact Person: Corey Childs, (540) 635-4549, cchilds@vt.edu 

Thursday, June 14 (BEEF CALL AHEAD) 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Shenandoah County Fairgrounds 
Woodstock, VA 

Monday, June 25 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Clarke County Fairgrounds 
Berryville, VA 

Shenandoah Valley Region - Contact Person: John Benner, (540) 245-5750, benner89@vt.edu, Corey Childs, (540) 635-4549, 
cchilds@vt.edu 
Tuesday, June 12 
4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Jeff Slaven; Cattlemen’s Supply 
752 Burketown Road, Weyers Cave, VA 

Roanoke Valley Region- Contact Person: Katherine Carter, carterke@vt.edu, Kate Lawrence, mcl87@vt.edu, (540) 473-8260 

Thursday, June 28 (PLEASE CALL AHEAD) 
4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Roanoke-Hollins Stockyard 
Hollins, VA 

New River Valley Region- Contact Person: Joi Saville, (540) 231-2257, joi.saville@vt.edu 

Monday, June 18 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  

Virginia Tech Alphin-Stuart Livestock Arena 
Blacksburg, VA  

Saturday, June 23 (LAMBS/GOATS ONLY) in conjunction with VA Youth Lamb/Goat Symposium 
Alphin-Stuart Livestock Arena, Blacksburg, VA  

Southwest Virginia- Contact Person: John Blankenship, (276) 988-0405, jblanken@vt.edu, Sam Leech, (276) 988-0405; spleech@vt.edu 

Tuesday, June 26 (BEEF CALL AHEAD) 
4:00- 6:00 p.m. 

Tazewell County Fairgrounds 
Tazewell, VA  

Southwest Virginia Region- Contact Person: Morgan Paulette, (540) 980-7761, paulette@vt.edu, 

Wythe County Livestock Market 
Wytheville, VA 

Thursday, June 21 (PLEASE CALL AHEAD) 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, June 21 (PLEASE CALL AHEAD) 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Southwest Virginia 4-H Center 
Abingdon, VA  

Saturday, June 23 (LAMBS/GOATS ONLY) in conjunction with VA Youth Lamb/Goat Symposium 
Alphin-Stuart Livestock Arena, Blacksburg, VA  

Central Virginia Region- Contact Person: Jenny Thompson, (540) 967-3422 ext. 3425, jthomp05@vt.edu; Kim Mayo, (434) 591-1950 
ext. 1001, kmayo@vt.edu   
Monday, June 18 (BEEF CALL AHEAD) 
4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Quaker Hill Farm 
5728 Poindexter Road, Louisa, VA 

Southside Virginia Region- Contact Person: Todd Scott, (434) 332-9538, todds08@vt.edu; 

Thursday, June 21 (BEEF CALL AHEAD) 
8:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Lynchburg Livestock Market 
Lynchburg, VA 

Tidewater Region- Contact Person: Cynthia Gregg, (434) 848-2151, clgregg@vt.edu;   Jocelyn Pearson (757) 382-6612, jddailey@vt.edu 

Thursday, June 28 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Southern Piedmont Agricultural Research & Extension Center 
Livestock Unit, Blackstone, VA  

Thursday, June 21 (LAMBS/GOATS ONLY) 
3:30 – 6:00 p.m. 

Lehman Farms 
Lehman Road, Chesapeake, VA 

Northern Neck Region – Contact Person: Rachel Grosse, (804) 598-5640, rgrosse@vt.edu; 

Tuesday, June 5 (PLEASE CALL AHEAD) 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. (YQCA training to be offered) 

The Meadow Event Park 
Doswell, VA  

Nominations for swine need to follow the 2018 State Fair of Virginia Hog Nomination Requirements. 
ALL HOGS are still required to be nominated in order to show. 
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