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Threats to Ag. Viability

• 2 main challenges to Virginia agriculture industry:

– Farmers are getting older: Average age almost 60

– Loss of farmland to non-farm uses: over 5 million acres 
since 1960

• Preserving (& transitioning) agricultural and forest 
land in the face of increasing development pressure 
has required a concerted effort by planners and 
policy makers  



How Does Office of 
Farmland Preservation help?

www.vafarmlink.org

– Farm Owners: who are facing retirement and want to see 
their businesses continue and their land stay in production

– Beginning and Aspiring Farmers: who are in search of 
business arrangements through which they can acquire land, 
equipment, experience and access to the knowledge of 
seasoned producers

http://www.vafarmlink.org/


• Primary component has been Virginia 
Farm Link database: Online tool to 
connect farm owners and farm seekers 
in Virginia

– partnership with Va. Farm Bureau & 
VDACS est. 2003 new website
www.vafarmlink.org

– Over 350 farm owners & 3,500 farm 
seekers signed up

– Over 200 farm owners have had 2,600 
contacts from nearly 800 farm seekers

http://www.vafarmlink.org/




Virginia Farm Link Program: 
Funds Farm Transition Workshops 

• OFP provides ongoing funding to Virginia Cooperative 
Extension for farm transition workshops:

• Memorandum of Agreement between VCE and VDACS

• $20,000 allocated for 2017 (same expected for 2018)

• Nearly $150,000 allocated since September 2008

• Funding comes from the Virginia Agriculture license plate:



Farm Transition Workshop Goal:

• Help farm families and their service providers 
transition farms and farming operations to the next 
generation.

• Farm transition planning concepts and techniques –
introduced locally via VCE

• Workshop Audience?

– Farmers and landowners who are facing retirement and 
want to see their businesses continue and their land 
stay in production

– Beginning and aspiring farmers who are in search of 
business arrangements through which they can acquire 
land, equipment, experience and access to the 
knowledge of seasoned producers



What  are we looking for?

• VCE & VDACS review and select proposals for funding –
Ideal proposals address:

– Focus on building communication among family 
members or among farm owners and farm seekers;

– Increase the professional capacity of farm family 
service providers (attorneys, financial planners, 
extension personnel, etc.); and/or

– Demonstrate collaboration among units, agencies, or 
organizations.

• End result: farm families draft & implement transition 
plans – retiring farmers connect with beginning farmers 
and farmland remains in productive use for the future.





• Planning for the Future of Your 
Farm : A Workbook Supporting 
Farm Transfer Decisions, Virginia 
Edition" 

• Developed to help families keep 
their land in production and/or in 
their family as it passes to the 
next generation. 

• Goal is to provide families with a 
resource to use as they complete 
the work necessary to transfer 
their farm land and/or farm 
businesses. 
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For Additional 
Information:

Andy Sorrell

(804) 786-1906

Andrew.Sorrell@vdacs.virginia.gov

www.vdacs.virginia.gov/preservation

http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/preservation

