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Who is the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation?

The vision of Virginia Farm Bureau is to create an environment where 

agriculture can prosper in order to improve the lives of Virginians. 

Mission: We will enhance, primarily through advocacy, education and 

communication, the agricultural interests of Farm Bureau members 

through economic, political and social programs. 



Who is the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation?

 88 County Farm Bureaus across the Commonwealth

 129,000 total membership

 34,000 Farm Producer Members – Make the Policy
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Lobbying

• Elected officials can no way know everything about every subject 

before them.

• Lobbyist help provide information on their industry or for who they 

represent.

• Elected officials learn to know who they can trust and who 

misrepresents issues and “facts”.



Lobbying

• Building Relationships

• Telling Your Story

• Lobbying & Testifying



Building Relationships

• Long term process – start early

• Understand them and their district

• Understand how agriculture fits in the big 
picture

• Communicate with letters, emails, phone 
calls, face to face visits, town halls

• Be willing to engage in a dialogue



http://virginiageneralassembly.gov



Virginia LIS



Telling Your Story

• Personal communications are powerful

• Don’t be afraid to use emotion

• Be who you are 

• Weave your story throughout the message



Lobbying

• Personal visits highly effective

• Testifying

• Emails

• Grassroots lobbying

• Involving influential



When you make a visit

• Know what you want

• Know your subject

• Be brief – Try to make your point in 3 minutes or less

• Never make statements you cant backup

• Be truthful

• If you say will get back to them – DO IT!!

• Never talk down the other side

• Always thank them



When you testify

• Know what you want

• Know your subject

• Be truthful

• Be brief

• Never make statements you can’t backup

• Never talk down the other side



Coalitions/Partners

• a group of people, groups, or countries 

who have joined together for a common 

purpose

• the action or process of joining together 

with another or others for a common 

purpose





What if we disagree?

• Coalition members don’t always agree on 

all issues

• Find common ground

• Clearly communicate your position



Links

VA General Assembly

http://virginiageneralassembly.gov/

Virginia LIS

https://leg1.state.va.us/

U.S. House or Representatives

www.house.gov/

U.S. Senate

www.senate.gov/

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation

www.vafb.com

American Farm Bureau

www.fb.org



Resources



Questions?



Thank you!

More information:

Andrew W. Smith

Associate Director

Governmental Relations

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation

804.290.1021

andrew.smith@vafb.com


