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Why ID Weeds First? 

ÅOne size does not fit all.  

ÅEx: Mowing mature pigweed in the summer vs repetitive 
mowing of Johnsongrass.  

ÅFor assistance with weed identification, visit the local 
Extension office or search on 
http:// oak.ppws.vt.edu/weedindex.htm 

ÅThis site has detailed ID info (leaf, stem, flower 
features) 

ÅPlant ID lab at VT-talk to your agent to submit a sample 

http://oak.ppws.vt.edu/weedindex.htm
http://oak.ppws.vt.edu/weedindex.htm


Know the Enemy-
Classifications 
ÅAnnuals: These weeds complete their life cycles 

within one year.  

ÅBiennials: These weeds complete their life cycles 
over the course of two years. Most are 
broadleaves. 

ÅPerennials: These weeds can live for many years. 
CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ άŎǊŜŜǇƛƴƎΣέ 
meaning that they can spread asexually through 
structures like rhizomes or stolons.  

 



Examples-Annuals 

 

Crabgrass 



Examples-Biennial 

 

Bull Thistle 



Examples-Perennials 

 

Bermudagrass/Wiregrass 



Know the Enemy-
Classifications 
ÅSeasonal Growth Habits:  

ÅSummer annuals dominate between the spring 
and fall frost. Summer annuals will be killed by 
fall frosts, while perennials such as Bermuda 
grass may go dormant until spring returns.   

ÅWinter annuals prefer cooler temperatures when 
moisture is abundant. They grow rapidly in the 
fall and die off in the late spring when temps get 
hot and weather is dry 

 





Examples-Summer Annual 

 

Lambsquarter 



Examples-Winter Annual 

 
Henbit and Deadnettle 



Know the Enemy-
Classifications 
ÅBroadleaf plants (dicots): This term applies to 

plants that have two seed leaves (cotyledons) 
when they germinate from seed. Certain 
selective herbicides exist which can be used to 
control broadleaf weeds without killing grasses 
or sedges.  



Know the Enemy-
Classifications 
Monocots: These plants have one seed leaf (cotyledon) when they 
germinate from seed.  Two major subgroups within the monocot group 
are the grasses and the sedges.  It is important to tell these two groups 
apart as most grass herbicides do not affect sedges and most sedge 
herbicides do not control grasses. 
  
ÅGrasses: This term applies to plants that have round or flattened 

stems, and long, narrow leaves with parallel veins.   Leaves are two 
ranked. Certain selective herbicides exist which can be used to 
control grasses without killing desirable broadleaf plants.  

 
ÅSedges: These plants have a grass-like appearance but are not 

grasses. Sedges have triangular stems and the leaves are three 
ranked. To differentiate between sedges and grasses, use the 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ άǎŜŘƎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŘƎŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
chemical control of sedges can also differ from products appropriate 
for grass control.   



Examples-Broadleaf 

 

Horsenettle 



Examples-Grasses 

 

Nimblewill 



Examples-Sedges 

ÅYellow and purple 

Åά{ŜŘƎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŘƎŜǎέ 



Other Common Weeds  



Bluegrass (Annual, Kentucky) 

ÅBoat-shaped tip 



Johnsongrass 

ÅSummer perennial 



Bindweed (looks like Morning 
Glory)  
ÅPerennial 



Brambles 

 



Broomsedge 

ÅPerennial grass 


