Senvicing Mowers n Winter Will
Only/ Improve Turs Quality: Next

Year

e [his Powerpoint presentation
accompanies the similar-titied pedcast that
you can find at the: Virginia Trech Tl and

Garden Tips webpage
(Waww.wenblegs.cals.vi.edu/lawn. gardeny).

o [hese presentations were developed by
Mike Goatley, Extension lfurfgrass
Specialist; Virginia Ilrech.
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Moewing With' a sharp blade

e One of the most
frequent culprits
INCItiNg tUIfgrass
“disease” IS mewing
withra dull blade.

e [Wo things that help
malntain turf health
regarding| mewing:
e Clipyat'tne proper

helghtifor the
respective: turk

e Clip with"a“sharp
mower blade.




Check the spark piug

e |S the plug original
[0 the moewer?

e Regularly check
and replace foulea
plugs.

o, A New plug orten
results in
iImmediate
Improvement in
startingthe engine.




Remove the blade

e [he fuel tank should e
empty before tipping the

mower for blade ’ m;
[emoval. - '
N N
Easiest way te: manage N
this? Fuel shouldibe J‘ ‘s

Spent fromyour most | \ R
lecent mowing. e e
ASSOCKEet wrench witih an

extension Is an ideal
tool te Jloesen the bolts.

Pay attention te hew! the
blade is installed during
removal.

A - .
A - - "
‘!L*‘_Hl.fj- .lu" H‘- S




Cleaning under the moewer deck

e Does the underside
need cleaning?

e |f so, while you have %ﬁ"h‘

the deck turned on! Its
Side;, get a long-
nandled garden tool
and scrape the deck
free ol the denrs,

e This Will'significantly/
Improvemoewer
performance.




Sharpening the blade

e Nost will'not have |
ani electric grinding|
stone (as shoewn ‘

lere) to use for |

plade sharpening. |

Hence, consider

taking| the blade te)

aproiessional
service technician
that has:\the
equipmenito
properly sRarpen

the blade.




Sharpening the hlade

e Another alternative
I shanpening a
plade s (e USe a
fille.

e [his Is alse a great
Way to remeve
nicks,and
blemishes following §
grinding that will
likely reduce

clipping quality.




Balance the blade

e [[he blade must be
properly balanced
IR Order for the
MOWET {0 OPErate i S coiuuts

| -

and cut properly. -h..ag-_,,-;#-“—

e Dontignere this
important step that
shouldpalways
accompany.
sharpenings




Chiange the oIl

e [Locate the oIl
pPIUG GN You i TN
mower. On this =i
mower; the plug
IS en the tep of
the deck.

e BE'sure 1o
collect and
dispose of the
spent ol

properly.




Change the ol

e Replace the used
eIl withran
appropriate
Wweight lubrcant
acconding to the =
operation manualls
SPEGifications. ‘

e Be careiful not to
overfill\the oll
well.




Clean or replace all fiters
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e All gasoline-

powered Mowers %
will have an; air s -
filter that should e I
regularly: cleaned.

e Some mowers will
also have ollifilters
or fuelfilters that
requirecleaning
and/or
replacement.




Reattaching the blade

e FIrst, make
sure you put
the blade on

properily!




Reattaching the blade

e Use a torgue
WIreneh to
properly: tightent
the bolt.

e Directions will
beyprovided in
the operation
NERELF




Now, yourlltee ready: te moew.
next spring!

e | you follow these
steps you will have a
moewer: that will
perfern at Its best
WhHen youlkegin

another season of
moewing next year. A
MEWerIn tip-top
operating conditien Is
an important first step
In havingia healthy,
great looking lawn
next year.




Now, yourlltee ready: te moew.
next spring!

e Consult your leca

Virginia Cooeperative

Extension office. for
assistance In the

steps in lawn
establishment and
maintenance that will
allowayou te have a
lawn thatisigreen
while keeping our
waterways ‘clean!




