
      55 
LEGACY 

PLANNING 
GUIDE

Achenbach, R., G. Bouchard, J.C. Hobbs, C.R. Holcomb, A. Kantrovich, L. Miller, K.Tidgren, G. van der Hoeven. 2019. “Agricultural Tax Issues.” Land Grant University Tax 
Education Foundation. https://taxworkbook.com/about-the-tax-workbook/.

Bentz, C.J., M. Green, R. Irvin, C. Ladgren, C.P. Lynch, M. Sisock, S. Watkins, and B. Withrow-Robinson. 2012. “Ties to the Land: Your Family Forest Heritage. Your Guide to 
Succession Planning for an Orderly Transition.” Corvallis: Oregon State University and Clinton J. Bentz, CPA. 

Branan, R.A. 2017. “Planning the Future of Your Farm: A Workbook Supporting Farm Transfer Decisions.” Publication No. 446-610. Virginia Cooperative Extension. https://
www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/pubs_ext_vt_edu/446/446-610/446-610v8.pdf .

Brandeis, T.J., A.J. Hartsell, K.C. Randolph, and C.M. Oswalt. 2016. “Virginia’s Forests, 2016.” USDA Forest Service Resource Bulletin SRS-223. 

Butler, B.J., P.D. Miles and M.H. Hansen. 2020. National Woodland Owner Survey table maker web-application version 2.0. Amherst, MA. U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Forest Service, Northern Research Station. https://apps.fs.usda.gov/nwos/tablemaker.jsp .

Butler, B.J., J.H. Hewes, B.J. Dickinson, K. Andrejczyk, S.M. Butler, and M. Markowski-Lindsay. 2016. ”Family Forest Owners of the United States, 2013: Findings From the 
USDA Forest Service’s National Woodland Owner Survey.” Journal of Forestry. 114(6): 638-647. http://dx.doi.org/10.5849/jof.15-099 .

Cantazaro, P., J. Raski, and W. Sweetser. “Your Land, Your Legacy. Deciding the Future of Your Land to Meet the Needs of You and Your Family.” University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. 

McEvoy, T.J. 2004. Positive Impact Forestry: A Sustainable Approach to Managing Woodlands. Washington, DC: Island Press. 

McEvoy, T.J. 2005. Owning and Managing Forests: A Guide to Legal, Financial, and Practical Matters. Washington, DC: Island Press. 

McEvoy, T.J. 2013. Planning Family Forests: How to Keep Woodlands Intact and in the Family. Mount Juliet, TN: Forestry Press, Inc. 

Megalos, M., G. van der Hoeven, and C. Lambert. 2016. “Understanding your Timber Basis. Your Timber and Land Basis: What is it? Why is it Important? How is it 
Calculated?” NC State Extension Eastern Forestry Notes. https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/understanding-your-timber-basis.

Merrill Lynch. 2019. “Life Stage Series: End of Life/Legacy. Leaving a legacy: A lasting gift to loved ones.” https://mlaem.fs.ml.com/content/dam/ML/Articles/pdf/
ml_LegacyStudy_Final.pdf .

Paul, A. 2011.  “The Economic Benefits of Natural Goods and Services.” Piedmont Environmental Council. https://www.pecva.org/wp-content/uploads/library/documents/
Resources-Publications/Reports/Land-Conservation/2011-the-economic-benefit-of-natural-services-report.pdf .

Rephann, T.J. 2017. “The Economic Impact of Virginia’s Agriculture and Forest Industries.” Charlottesville: Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, University of Virginia.

Small, S.J. 1997. Preserving Family Lands: Book II. More Planning Strategies for the Future. Cambridge: Landowner Planning Press. 

Small, S.J. 1998. Preserving Family Lands: Book I. Essential Tax Strategies for the Landowner. Cambridge: Landowner Planning Center. 

Spafford, K. 2010. “Farm Journal Legacy Project Workbook.” Mexico, MO: Farm Journal Media. https://farmlandinfo.org/publications/farm-legacy-workbook/ .

Stein, S.M., R.E. McRoberts, R.J. Alig, M.D. Nelson, D.M. Theobald, M. Eley, M. Dechter, and M. Carr. 2005. “Forests on the Edge. Housing Development on America’s  
Private Forests.” USDA Forest Service GTR PNW-GTR-636. https://www.fs.fed.us/openspace/fote/housing.html . 

Virginia Department of Forestry. 2019. “2018 State of the Forest. Virginia Department of Forestry.” https://rga.lis.virginia.gov/Published/2019/RD6/PDF .

Virginia Department of Forestry. 2019. “2019 State of the Forest. Virginia Department of Forestry.”  http://www.dof.virginia.gov/infopubs/_sof/SOF-2019_pub.pdf .

Special thanks to the landowners who shared their personal stories for our case studies: Camellia Blackwell-Taffel, John and Norma Epley, 
Ches Goodall, Charles and Anne Hague, Cecilia Schneider-Vial, and Tommy Terry.

Photographs in this publication are used with permission from the following individuals or organizations: Jim Kuykendall; Taylor Huffman, 
Shooting Memories Photography; Pryia Jaishanker, Video Media Specialist, BluePearl Veterinary Partners; V.J. Mayor; Cecilia Schneider-Vial; 
Virginia Cooperative Extension; Virginia Department of Forestry. 

References and Print Resources 

Online Resources
• Association of Professional Family Mediators:  

https://apfmnet.org/find-mediator-map/

• The Aldo Leopold Foundation:  
https://www.aldoleopold.org/

• Charity Navigator: https://www.charitynavigator.org/

• Charity Ratings: https://www.today.com/money/you-give-
check-out-charitys-ratings-1D80330057

• Charity Watch: https://www.charitywatch.org/home

• 2018 USDA Farm Bill: https://www.usda.gov/farmbill

• Find a Virginia Land Trust: https://vaunitedlandtrusts.org/ 
who-we-are/vault-members/

• GuideStar: https://www.guidestar.org/

• Land Trust Alliance: https://www.landtrustalliance.org/

• National Timber Tax: https://timbertax.org

• North Carolina Agricultural Mediation Program:   
https://www.ncamediation.org/

• Piedmont Environmental Council:  
https://www.pecva.org/

• Virginia Cooperative Extension: https://ext.vt.edu

• Virginia Department of Forestry: http://dof.virginia.gov

• Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources:  
https://dwr.virginia.gov

• Virginia’s Land Use-Value Assessment Program:  
https://aaec.vt.edu/extension/use-value.html

• Your Land Your Legacy American Tree Farm System 
Webinar Series: https://mylandplan.org/content/february-
25-creating-overview-your-estate

APPENDIX D

https://mlaem.fs.ml.com/content/dam/ML/Articles/pdf/ml_LegacyStudy_Final.pdf
https://mlaem.fs.ml.com/content/dam/ML/Articles/pdf/ml_LegacyStudy_Final.pdf
https://www.pecva.org/wp-content/uploads/library/documents/Resources-Publications/Reports/Land-Conservation/2011-the-economic-benefit-of-natural-services-report.pdf
https://www.pecva.org/wp-content/uploads/library/documents/Resources-Publications/Reports/Land-Conservation/2011-the-economic-benefit-of-natural-services-report.pdf

