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Understand Herbicide Grazing & Haying 

Restrictions 

Some of the herbicides we use in hay and pasture have restrictions outlined on 

the label for how soon treated areas can be grazed or hayed. As you can see 

from Table 1, the reason is primarily to safeguard the food chain. Many people 

assume grazing restrictions exist for all livestock, but this is not the case; 

the herbicides labeled for hay and pasture are relatively non-toxic, especially 

when used at  labeled rates. The following information is from Virginia Tech's 

2020 'Pest Management Guide'. 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. Grazing and haying restrictions for common broadleaf herbicides  

 
 

 



 

 

Estimating Available Nitrogen in Poultry Litter 

If you use poultry litter as a nutrient source, its important that you be able to 

estimate how much of the nitrogen (N) contained in litter is available directly to 

a crop, and how much is released gradually over time. This is especially 

important with grass pasture and hay, as we seek to correctly match the 

amount and timing of the crop's nitrogen demand in the immediate future, and 

to estimate what is leftover from past applications. As an example, the following 

illustration show the typical nitrogen release for applied poultry litter, using 

state-wide average values for dry broiler litter. 

   
 

 

  

 



 

As you can imagine, each batch and type of manure is a little different 

depending on the type of bedding used, the diet, and how far along in the 

decomposition process it is. It is a good idea to have manure tested to see how 

it matches the nutrient requirements of your field. Your Extension agent should 

be able to get you a free test through the Department of Conservation.  
 

 
 

 

 

Intake Determines Animal Performance 

 

 
 

From "Forage-Animal Management Systems, 1986. After forage availability 

declined from 10 inches to 2.5 inches, cows were rotated to a fresh pasture.  

 

This figure was part of a publication put out by Roy Blazer in 1986. I like it 

because it shows so clearly the role of forage availability on animal 

performance. You can see in the figure that milk production spikes after the 

dairy cows in the study were turned into a new pasture (with a little bit of lag 



 

time for the rumen to process things). Production remains high for a day or two, 

then declines sharply. The reason: forage availability. Just imagine how hard it 

is for a grazing animal to meet the demands of lactation or growth when 

pasture is 3 inches tall. It would be similar to giving you a gallon of ice cream 

and a toothpick with which to eat it...you wouldn't need to worry about gaining 

weight. The same applies to stocker cattle or finishing animals as it does with 

dairy cows. In fact, animal performance can be predicted much better by how 

much pasture remains when animals are moved out of a field than how much is 

present when they are moved into it. Take this into consideration as you rotate 

your livestock. Also use it to help make decisions about feed supplementation. 

And it's one more reason why leaving your pasture with more leaf area is a 

good idea.   
     

 

Questions? Feel free to contact me.  

 

  

Matt Booher, Extension agent--Rockingham County 
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